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Personal Note / Welcome 
Welcome to World Geography where we will learn about the the world and how it pertains to the student. 
Course Goals (from course outline)
The goal of this class is to develop curriculum requiring the student to 

be an active learner. A multi-model style of instruction that includes 

lecture, discussion, hands on learning, group interaction, video, internet, and 

supplemental materials.

The curriculum is based on the California State Standards for World Geography.  For access to the full text of the standards, go to http://www.nusd.org/CurriculumInstruction/currmain.html.

Course Objectives (from course outline)
This is a one semester course introducing the student to a basic 

understanding of World Geography. Students participate 

in simulations and discussions as well as study about major geographic 

issues and challenges.  

Texts (from course outline)
California Edition: McDougal Littell :World Geography ISBN # 0-618-18422-8
Progress Reporting (from Board Policy)
Grades shall be reported at the end of each progress reporting period for all students.  Progress reports will be mailed home and/or accessible to parents online approximately every five/six weeks.  Whenever a student falls below a C- after the second Progress Report for either semester, the teacher shall arrange a conference with the student’s parent/guardian and/or send a written report.  (Board Policy 5121)

Classroom Policies (Required)

Grading 
Students will be graded using a point system in this class. Every assignment,quiz or test will credited with a certain number of points. Points translate into grades based on the table below:

A+ = 98-100     A = 93-97   A- = 90-92

B+ = 87-89  B = 83-86  B- = 80-82

C+ = 77-79  C = 73-76  C- = 70-72

D+ = 67-69  D = 63-66  D- = 60-62

F = Below 60

Parent Communication

The best way to get in touch with me is through e-mail at kduffy@nusd.org. Alternatively, a message can be left for me at (415) 892-8733.  The best time to arrange an in-person or over the phone meeting is immediately after school during my prep period at 1:45.



Behavior 
The use of cell phones and profane language will not be tolerated in class. It 

will be up to the teacher to decide the necessary level of discipline for incorrect 

behavior in class. If inappropriate or combative behavior continually happens a 

parent conference will be necessary. Students' appropriate behavior is essential 

for the success of the class.
You receive non-participation points by misbehaving/not participating in class, being absent, suspended, tardy, etc. 

With the number of days in a quarter, you may earn 2.5 credits per class. Each of you will get a copy of your attendance from each class. You should count non-participation and check off your credits weekly: 

1-3 non-participation points = 2.5 credits earned

4-6 non-participation points = 2.0 credits earned

7-9 non-participation = 1.5 credits earned

10-12 non-participation = 1.0 credits earned

13-15 non-participation = .5 credits earned

16 or more non-participation = NO CREDIT

** 3 Tardies = 1 non-participation point** 

Since you, the student, are checking each period, on a weekly basis, according to this scale, you know how your attendance is impacting your credit. 

Excused absences: This means you are not physically present, but you provided the school with a doctor's note or court notice. You must turn in an official note, no later than three days after you have returned. It is important to have an "excused" absence so you don't get taken to SARB or lose credits. 

Extra Credit Homework: Students who have a 90% positive attendance each week have the privilege of doing extra credit homework. This can help you earn additional credits. The extra credit homework will be given to you by your teacher for each class. Excused absences do not count against you. 

**We do not want you to lose credits, so PLEASE take this seriously and come to school everyday and on time each day and behave while you're here:**



Homework 
There will be no homework. Extra credit packets will be available to those students 

who have a positive attendance record of 90%.

Classroom Tardies

Students will be considered tardy if they are not in class and ready to begin by the time the bell rings. If they are more than 15 minutes late 

they will be considered absent.

Supplemental Materials / Media  (See Board Policy 6161.11)

Audio-Visual resources: CD-ROM, Laser discs, videos, slides, recordings,

photographs, artifacts, music.

Class Information (Optional)
Keys to Success 

I will be expecting everyone to participate in my class. Participation is essential for students to learn and it will be part of your grade. Participation in my class can take other forms than just speaking and can be any form of contribution to the class.
Notebooks / Binders / Journals
Notebooks will be provided by the teacher, they will also be kept in 

the classroom.

Assignment Format 
Daily assignments are given in class. For tests, projects and larger assignments, 

that are done in class, students will have prior notice. Nearly every class will begin with a short "warm-up" question which the student will respond to in their notebook. These responses are critical for students to put thought into and get them ready for that day's lesson. It will be virtually impossible to pass this class without doing warm-ups.

Projects / Special Assignments 


Curriculum Map / Class Calendar

     
Other Content of Teacher’s Choosing
Library resources: books, atlases, almanacs, encyclopedias, magazines

•Audio-Visual resources: CD-ROM, Laser discs, videos, slides, recordings,

photographs, artifacts, music.
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